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Article Analyzes Conflict in Southern Africa 
PM3110111288 Paris LIBERATION tin French 
25 Oct 88 p 2 


[Article by international official under the pseudonym 
“Rene Damien”: “Southern Africa: Suspicious Coenxist- 
ence” } 


{ Text] The proposals by Luanda and Havana to settle the 
conflicts in “southern Africa” have remained unchanged 
since their 1982 joint statement. They stipulate that the 
theory of “linkage” is “devoid of any legal and moral 
foundation.” but its validity is implicitly recognized 
because Angola and Cuba pledge to withdraw Cuban 
troops “by their own decision and exercising their sov- 
ereignty.”” as soon as three preconditions are satisfied: 
unilateral withdrawal of South African troops from 
southern Angola: “strict implementation” of resolution 
435 on Narnibian independence: an end to the direct and 
indirect South African and U.S. “aggression”. in other 
words an end to all aid to UNITA. 


Pretoria rejected those preconditions and also made any 
negotiations impossible because until the past few 
months it has strived to revive the virtual protectorate it 
has exercised for many years over the whole of southern 


Africa—a protectorate undermined by the collapse of 


Portuguese colonialism and the K hodesian regime. How- 
ever, that attempt failed. As a result. the South African 
Government is implementing a new strategy in its rela- 
tions with the “Frontline states.” finally starting serious 
negotiations symbolized by a decisive concession—real 
independence for Namibia. 


Although it is plunging Mozambique into violent chaos. 
Renamo is not about to force Frelimo to share power. 
Despite his predictions. Jonas Savimbi has not suc- 
ceeded and will not succeed in leading his troops on a 
victory march into Luanda. They are the main losers in 
the latest wave of fighting. The attempts to destabilize 
Zimbabwe using the Maiabeleland guerrillas have also 
failed. Furthermore. for the first time. and contrary to all 
their predictions. the South African armed forces had 
their superiority undermined in the Cuno Cuanavale 
battle—the biggest battle ever fought im southern 
Atrica—and only saved face through secret negotiations. 


South Africa. on the other hand. has reason to think that 
it has not emerged defeated from these years of confron- 
tation. It has achieved a crucial objective: To prevent an 
armed force. including guerrillas. from even contemplat- 
ing interfering in its internal conflicts from its borders. 
The blows delivered by Pretoria were so damaging that. 
now that the cuphoria engendered by the victory over 
“white” regimes and the resurgence of riots in South 
Africa is over. not one of its neighbors now thinks that 
the days of “white power” are numbered. In particular. 
not one of these countries is now prepared to serve as a 
home base for movements struggling against apartheid. 
notably the most powerful of them—the ANC. The latter 
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has no illusions—an agreement would mean it would 
lose all the facilities it has in Angola and it will certainly 
not be able to replace them in an independent Namibia. 


After 13 years of fighting from which nobody has 
emerged victorious, it 1s a kind of suspicious coexistence 
accompanied by a military de-escalation which should 
logically emerge in southern Africa. 


For obvious reasons, the Frontline states eagerly want 
this. especially since it would revive their economic 
relations with their southern neighbor which are vital to 
them all, aside from Angola. 


To a lesser extent, 11 would give South Africa similar 
advantages—a reduction in military spending. a reduc- 
tion in human losses. and economic redeployment in the 
traditional hinterland. This coexistence would also have 
a beneficial effect on foreign relations. By standing out as 
a man of dialogue. President Botha could call for inter- 
national pressures to be eased. secure additional time in 
which to “reform” apartheid, and, above all. successfully 
make an economic entry into the black continent for 
which his country has all the trump cards and ts only 
prevented from playing them by political factors. 


But this dynamic of peace 1s encountering obstacles 
which are too serious for a complete agreement to be 
regarded as imminent or even certain to be reached 
sooner or later. First, a huge wall of distrust stull sepa- 
rates the negotiators. For the Angolans and Cubans. the 
South African pledges are still seriously open to doubt 
because of the memory of the violation of the Nkomati 
and Lusaka agreements. In addition. Washington and 
Pretoria are still cautious about the USSR’s real desire to 
pull out of a conflict in which, unlike Afghanistan, 11 1s 
not in the front line. 


In addition. nobody 1s contemplating discarding all the 
cards he now holds. Pretoria. with Washington's sup- 
port. is unwilling and unable to drop UNITA., its ally. 
completely. This is the reason for the persistence of 
difficulties connected with the timetable for the Cuban 
withdrawal and the form it will take. because they are 
decisive for the survival ot this movement. This 1s also 
the reason for Zaire’s role, and Luanda wants to prevent 
Zaire from replacing Namibia as a rear base for UNITA, 
as it Started to do more than a year ago with US. 
backing. Angola says 1 1s prepared to adopt a policy of 
“clemency” and, in private, it says itis prepared to have 
talks with UNITA itself, provided its exrsting chairman 
is excluded trom them, and this ts exacerbating that 
movement's internal tensions. 


But Luanda 1s still demanding that any comprehensive 
agreement should include an end to U.S. aid for Jonas 
Savimbi's movement. However, the United States ts 
absorbed in its presidential campaign. At all events, i 
would find it difficult to justify the continuation of tts 
aid to a UNITA abandoned by Pretoria and fighting in 
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an Angola freed from a very obvious Cuban presence. 
And, it 1s in trying to Overcome this problem. that 11 1s 
encouraging its African allies to join the negotiations. 


Finally. although the wholchearted supporters of strong- 
arm tactics are losing ground in Pretoria after the failure 
of Cuito Cuanavale, only the future will show whether 
they will continue to be a minority on a lasting basis. 
President Botha will score points with some of the voters 
if a regional agreement is reached. But he will also lose 
points among those who accuse him of intending to sell 


i] 
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off South West Africa—the union's “fifth province”— 
and to change the country’s defense line trom the 
Cunene River to the Orange River. contrary to the 
repeated advice of many of his officers. 


The South African municipal elections on 28 October 
and the U.S. presidential elections a week later, will have 
a direct influence on the negotiations. Meanwhile. the 
main thing is to ensure that nothing jeopardizes their 
chances of success one day. 
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Planned Cabinet Changes ‘Unexpectedly Shelved 
MB3010094388 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 30 Oct 88 p 1 


[By Dries van Heerden and Lester Venter] 


[Text] Two top advisers to Constitutional Affairs Min- 
ister Chris Heunis have been abruptly shifted sideways. 


At the same time, a planned reshuffle of the Cabinet, in 
which embattled Mr Heunis would have been moved 
from his present job, has been unexpectedly shelved. 


The dramatic developments came in the same week as 
the Government emerged comparatively unscathed from 
the municipa! elections. The NP took control of most 
major towns and cities, while the Conservative challenge 
in blue collar areas was largely defeated. Informed 
sources claim the move of the Constitutional Develop- 
ment officials—widely regarded as among the most 
progressive in the department—is tied up with Mr Heu- 
nis’s parlous position. 


Dr Fanie Cloete, chief director constitutional planning 
and Mr Kobus Jordaan, the department's chief negotia- 
tor, have been told they are to be moved out of their 
present positions. Dr Cloete. a former Stellenbosch aca- 
demic and one of the architects of the new constitution, 
has been transferred to the department's legal section. 


M; Jordaan, a former NP senator and commissioner- 
general in Gazankulu. was moved to the urbanization 
secuion. 


Yesterday. both Dr Cloete and Mr Jordaan refused to 
comment. 


According to sources the “knives were out” for the two 
officials because of an uneasiness in security circles 
about negotiations they were conducting. 


Details of their meetings are not known, but sources say 
they made “significant breakthroughs” in getting discus- 
sions going with extra-parliamentary groups and trade 
unions. 


The loss of two top men further isolates Mr Heunis. who 
was already known to be bitterly angry at reports that he 
was about to be moved sideways so that Foreign Minis- 
ter Pik Botha could take over the task of negotiating an 
internal settlement between the races. 


The decision not to reshuffle his team was apparently 
conveyed to the Cabinet by President Botha at a special 
meeting on Friday. 


Behind the decision, it ts understood, was the President's 
concern not to be seen to be disloyal to a provincial party 
leader. 
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Mr Heunis may also have insisted there be clarity on his 
position. 


President Botha 1s said to be anxious to breathe new life 
into the proposed National Council. where South Afri- 
cans of all races will evolve a new constitution. 


The level of black participation in the municipal elec- 
tions—low, but better than before—has surprised and 
pleased Government planners. 


The first focus will be on a drive to publicize the 
National Council and win credibility for the body as a 
forum for negotiating a new constitutional deal. This 
drive is expected to get under way early neat year. 


There are also high expectations that the President's 
Council will recommend modification of controversial 
Group Areas legislation (which the Government will 
accept). 


The staged release of ANC veteran Mr Nelson Mandela 
will continue. with the atmosphere and repercussions 
being carefully tested at each incremental stage. 


In addition, Government sources say, there are plans for 
a variety oY bridge-building initiatives to re-enforce 
tentative co-operation shown by moderate black leaders. 


Thus, black “own affairs” autonomy may be extended 
through the creation of regional executives. 


There may also be a revival of moves to bring a black 
deputy minister into central government. 


This will probably happen before next year’s parliamen- 
lary session starts and will involve the departments of 
black education and constitutional affairs 


Botha Calls For Cooperation To Oust Cubans 
VWB301008 1788 Johanneshure Domestic Service 
in Enelish OSO00 GMT 30 Oct 8S 


[Text] The state president. Mr P.W. Botha, says he hopes 
European and African countries will cooperate and help 
South Africa get the Cubans out of Angola. Speaking at 
the annual banquet of the association of former Italian 
prisoners of war at Bedfordview, President Botha said 
that a Cuban withdrawal was the only way in which 
peace and stability could be achieved in southern Africa 
President Botha said that during his recent visit to 
Europe he had found that more and more European 
governments believed that South Africa could play a 
positive role in southern Africa. He repeated his call for 
unity among the various communitics. 
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Reasons for Chissano Cuba Visit "Not Clear’ 
MB2910072688 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0723 GMT 29 Oct 88 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 29 SAPA—The minister of foreign 
affairs. Mr Pik Botha. today confirmed that President 
Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique was visiting Cuba. 
but the reasons for his visit were not clear. 


“The minister of foreign affairs, Mr R.F. Botha. con- 
firmed upon enquiry that reports have been received to 
the effect that President Chissano of Mozambique 1s 
presently visiting Cuba but that it 1s not clear what the 
aim of the visit is and any comment at this stage wll 
consequently be speculative.” a statement by the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs said. 


CP’s Derby-Lewis To Appear on British TV 
V£B29101435888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1449 
GMT 29 Oct 88 


[Text] Durban Oct 29 SAPA—Clhive Derby-Lewis. the 
CP’s nominated MP has left for London after being 
invited to be a guest speaker on the Independent Tele- 
vision Channel Four programme “The World This 
Week” next week, a CP spokesman said today. 


His subject will be “The Future of South Africa” and he 
will speak for a full half-hour the spokesman said. 


Mr Derby-Lewis was telephoned by Channel Four on 
election day and invited to participate. 


Mr Derby-Lewss left last night for London and said his 
invitation was clear proof of the belief in Britain that the 
CP would win the next general election in South Africa. 


He added that tt was remarkable that he shouid be 
invited by Channel Four to conduct one of their most 
popular programmes for a full half hour when he was not 
given the opportunity to appear on South African tele- 
vision for even half a minute. 


Kremlin Calls on Dos Santos To Expedite Peace 
WB3010094488 Johanneshure SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 30 Oct 8&8 p 2 


[By political correspondent Lester Venter] 


[Text] The Soviet Union has thrown its weight behind 
the Angolan peace talks—for the first time publicly 


calling for a political settlement in the war-torn region of 


Africa. 


The intentions of the Kremlin became apparent this 
week when Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev met Presi- 
dent Jose Eduardo dos Santos of Angola in Moscow tor 
talks on Africa. 
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It is understood the Angolan leader was urged to move 
more rapidly in reaching agreement on the phased with- 
drawal of Cuban torces so as to usher in the indepen- 
dence of Namibia 


The call is likely to be welcomed by the United States 
and in Pretoria where talks on the withdrawal of the 
Cuban torces have gone into slow-time. 


The South Atrican-determined deadline tor agreement on 
simultaneous Cuban withdrawal from Angola and South 
African departure trom Namubia expires on Tuesday. 


All attention 1s now on Luanda and Havana. A decision 
in those two capitals to accept a recent U_S.-inspired 
compromise—already accepted by Pretoria—could 
retain the symbolic starting date. 


The American compromise 1s based on a 24-month 
Cuban withdrawal trom Angola. Diplomats believe Mr 
Gorbaches has heeded Western appeals tor pressure on 
the Angolans and Cubans to be more flexible in the 
negollalions 


The fact that the Soviet Union ts currently pushing about 
R2.000-million of weaponry into Angola every year ts 
one that was unlikely to have been tar from esther man’s 
mind. 


Moscow 1s keen to apply its resources elsewhere and 
Luanda can't do without the aid 


Mr Gorbachev's use of the word “political” rs particu- 
larly significant in diplomatic terms 


It means setting aside violence. but more than that. 
diplomats are intensely keen to see if Mr Gorbaches 
deliberately left room to be interpreted as meaning a 
negotiated settlement between the governing MPLA and 
the UNIT A rebels in Angola 


The progress of the peace mitiative now depends on how 
Mr dos Santos takes the matter up with C uba’s President 
Fidel Castro 


SA’‘s [South Africa] Deputy Director-General of Foreign 
Affairs. Mr Glen Babb. said yesterday the role of Cuban 
surrogate forces in Angola was akin to “the tail wagging 
the dog” 


Dr Chester Crocker. the US. Assistant Secretary of State 
for African Affairs. who 1s acting as chairman of the 
tripartite talks between SA, Angola and Cuba, 1s waiting 
for a written response trom Luanda and Havana to the 
compromise withdrawal proposal 
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November |, the date proposed by Pretoria as the 
official kick-off for the implementation of United 
Nations Resolution 435. is likely to pass unceremoni- 
ously—but with marked international prestige and 
repercussions al stake. neither party wants to be seen to 
blame for sinking the peace process. 


Government ‘Sources’ Foresee Mandeia’s Release 
\1B3010094288 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR 
in English 30 Oct 88 pp 1-2 


[By John MacLennan} 


{Text} Nelson Mandela's freedom will come under fresh 
Government scrutiny in the aftermath of what the NP 
claims is a mandate for reform through successful black 
municipal elections. 


Senior Government sources say he could not be freed 
before because of the security threat he might have posed 
in the run-up to the municipal contest. 


The National Party is pleased with a turn-out of 25.4 
percent of black voters—even though only a fraction 
registered—as well as the effectiveness of stringent mea- 
sures 10 maintain security and stifle dissent. They say the 
time 1s now ripe to let Mandela out. 


Sources also claim that he will not be returned to 
Pollsmoor Prison, that he has been released technically 
already and that he is now only being held under 
protective custody as a VIP patient in Cape Town's 
exclusive Constantiaberg Medi-Clinic. 


This Government exercise to demystify the legend of the 
ANC figurehead was highlighted this week when it was 
disclosed that Mandela has already recovered. 


Dr J. Strauss, who was initially in charge of his treatment 
as Chief Superintendent of Tygerberg Hospital. told 
SAPA: “Il am pleased to report that since my last visit on 
September 13. Mandela has shown steady progress. 


“His weight 1s back to normal and he ts once again 
following his usual routine of physical exercise. relax- 
ation and intellectual activities to which he was used to 
before his illness.” 


No comment could be obtained from either a spokesman 
for the Minister of Justice or Constantiaberg on why it 
was considered necessary to keep Mandela in hospital. 


It is also known that the possibility of rclease was raised 
with President Botha by various African and European 
leaders during his recent travels and it 1s understood he 
again stated his desire to set Mandela free if security 
advisers believe circumstances permit. 


1) 
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Government sources say the outcome of the municipal 
elecuons has provided new impetus for the National 
Council because co-operative black leaders have been 
identified. as well as room for President Botha to 
manocuyre on the release issue. 


They are chary on speculating on when Mandela will be 
treed. but claim the Government stands to score bonus 
diplomatic points tf he 1s released and say a free Mandela 
would cause problems for the ANC because it might 
induce a leadership crisis. In any event. they hold. 
Mandela 1s of more use to the ANC as a martyr. 


Security remains the big concern, but the success of the 
measures taken during the the elections has assuaged the 
Government's worst concerns about dealing with terror 
attacks on unrest. 


Dr Stoffel van der Merwe. Minister of Information. said 
a turnout of 25.4 percent provided a “severe setback for 
the ANG 


“They really went all out to prevent the election. This 
has been a triumph tor moderation.” 


ANC’s Mbeki Assesses Municipal Elections 
LAQYIOQTIOSS Addis Ahaha Radio Freedom in Enelish 
to South Atrica 1930 GMT 28 Oct 88 


[Text] In our program tonight. a member of the National 
Executive Commitice of the African National Congress. 
Comrade Thabo Mbeki. in an address. assesses the 
outcome of the October apartheid clections 


Compatriots, it 1s indeed yet another moment of pride and 
satistaction that we have. we the oppressed people. 
through our united action scored another historic victory 
over the evil forces of apartheid rule in our country. We 
have deteated. hands down, the Botha regime's attempts at 
portraying itself as a reformist and engaged in a genuine 
process of broadening democracy in our country. 


Through our overwhelming boycott of the fraudulent 
October elections, on Wednesday 26th October, we regis- 
tered our unwavering opposition to Botha’s scheme 
designed to entrench apartheid and white minority rule 
and denied him the opportunity to shout on top of the 
rooftops and tell the world that he is going ahead with his 
scheme because of the approval and support he got from 
the oppressed black population. Despite the tact that this 
was itself a minority of the black population who were 
cligible and registered to take part in these fraudulent 
apartheid elections which. if we go by the figures of the 
total population, were themselves a minority indeed — 
hardly 10 percent of the total 26 million black population 
Botha still tailed. however. to muster enough support for 
his bogus apartheid scheme which shows a total lack of 
support of the scheme within the black population. 
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From the admissions of the apartheid regime itself. more 
than 70 to 80 percent of our people who were eligible to 
vote and registered by force before the elections. stayed 
away trom the polling booths and rejected this bogus 
apartheid design aimed at perpetuating their own interest. 


There can be no further doubt that the overwhelming 
majority of the black population of our country rejects 
Botha’s so-called reforms for what they are: an attempt 
to give apartheid an acceptable face whilst retaining and 
entrenching its fundamental and basic tenets that keep it 
alive. There can be no doubt either that the very few that 
trickled to the apartheid polling booths were either those 
who were frightened by the vicious threat by the treach- 
erous candidates who sold their souls that if they don't 
vote they would lose their houses and the pensioners who 
were threatened that they would lose their pensions and. 
of course, many others were the apartheid policemen and 
troops themselves who were reported by observers as 
outnumbering the number of voters throughout the 
polling booths. 


The claim, therefore. by Chris Heunts and other leading 
Botha henchmen that they are satisfied by the outcome 
of the elctions is merely a face-saving bravado. In any 
case. one does not expect them to say anything otherwise 
because their ree me ts itself a Minority regime. a regime 
not only based on lies and distortions of the truth but is 
an illegitimate regime sustained in power by the white 
minority in Our country irrespective of the will of the 


entire overhwelming majority of the black population of 


the country. So. for them to be satisfied by a minority 
vote within the minority which was eligible and regis- 
tered among the blacks as justification for them to go 
ahead with their overwhelmingly resected policies ts not 
surprising. It 1s typical of the dictatorial and fascist 
Botha-Malan white minority regime. 


For us. the democratic forces of our country who know that 
we registered our “no” vote to the Botha regime. for us. who 
know that with our boycott we voted for freedom. democ- 
racy. and nonracialism in our country and not apartheid. 
we. who know that we scored yet another decisive victory in 
denying this regime the legitimacy to govern us. in display- 
ing to enemy and foe alike our determined refusal to be 
governed by apartheid and to render this evil and inhuman 
system unworkable. we too, however. certainly have also to 
draw our salient lessons from this historic victory. Because. 
compatriots, it does not mean the end of the struggle but the 
beginning of yet more bitter battles to come. We have to 
build on our historic achievements for more victories in 
future struggles. 


In our program tonight, Comrade Thabo Mbcki. mem- 
ber of the National Executive Committee of the ANC. 
our vanguard liberation movement, and director of the 
Information Department. assesses this great historic 
victory and outlines the lessons we should draw from it. 
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{Begin Mbeki recording] The enemy lost. We won a 
historic victory. This fact is of major importance to the 
development of our offensive today and will similarly be 
of major importance tn the further intensification of our 
Struggle tomorrow. 


The key thing ts that in our planning. in our thinking. in 
our mobilization. we must proceed from the basis that 
we inflicted a humiliating defeat on our enemy. We 
registered a victory which Botha and de Klerk them- 
selves had to acknowledge as such. 


In what did victory consist? What are its component 
parts’ OF course that victory 1s characterized by the tact 
that more than 80 percent of the black population of our 
country stayed away trom Botha’s polling booths as a 
conscious and organized act of reyection of the constitu- 
tion of the oppressors. 


But from the point of view of the future. it is necessary 
that we analyze and understand properly the implica- 
tions of this massive boycott of the apartheid elections 
By reyecting the racist constitution, we were rejecting the 
kind of society which that constitution reflects and secks 
to entrench. We were saying no to apartheid society. We 
were Saying We reyect white minority racist rule. We were 
demonstrating our oppostion to the racial fragmentation 
of our country. our opposition to the Bantustans. to the 
tricameral parliament. to the group areas. We were 
demonstrating Our opposition to the entire apartheid 
system with its national oppression, its super-cxplorta- 
tion of the black people. its tyrannical fascist rule. and its 
aggression against the peoples of southern Africa 


As a conscious political act and in an organized manner 
South Africans jomed together to reject everything that 
Botha stands for, to declare their opposition to every- 
thing that Botha will seck to promote and encourage 
using his dictatorial presidential powers. This fact con- 
Stilutes a very important clement in the victory of the 
democratic movement of our country. Whereas the rac- 
ists had wanted the entire citizens of our country to 
declare their adherence to the apartheid system. we 
succeeded in ensuring that these black masses should 
instead proclaim themselves in a clear and unequis ocal 
manner as opponents of the apartheid system. as parts of 
the multimillion strong mass army committed to the 
Struggle for the destruction of the apartheid system 


Furthermore. these masses went beyond the mere rejec- 
tion of the system of apartheid. Their rejection was 
based on a definite view as to the kind of South Atrica 
ihey want. They both reyected the apartheid system and 
opted for a united democratic and nonracial South 
Africa. They opted against forming an alliance with the 
racist white minotiry for the domination of the African 
majority. 
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Instead. they demonstrated their resolve to remain part 
of the mass democratic movement of South Africa. 
knowing fully well that the struggle for a unnted. demo- 
cratic and nonracial South Africa necessarily entails 
suffering and sacrifice. 


Thus. our compatriots pledged that they would not be 
deterred by the prospect of arrests. detentions. torture. 
and even murder by Botha’s assassination squads but 
would fight side by side with the rest of the people of our 
country to bring about a South Africa which would 
belong to all its people to bring to power a peoples 
government, truly representative of all our people with- 
out regard to race. nationality. or color. The fact of that 
pledge. that oath of commitment to the struggle tor 
liberation was yet another important component part of 
the victory of the democratic movement of our country. 
Exactly because the enemy thought. by means of bribes. 
intimidation, and lies. to detach our compatriots from 
that democratic movement. 


Dear compatriots and trends. in essence our victory. 
therefore. consists in the tact that we have managed 
further to strengthen the mass army of liberation. We 
have succeeded to mobilize and unite millions of people. 
to reyect the legitemacy of the apartheid regime. to unite 
behind the organized democratic forces of our country as 
their authentic representative and to accept consciously 
the perspective of a united struggle for a free South 
Africa. refusing to be misled by false promises of reform 
and gradual adaptation or amendment of the apartheid 
sysiem. 


In answering the question whether from our point of 
view things are proceeding according to plan. we need to 
answer the question whether if the democratic mov _- 
ment. which the people have accepted as their autientic 
representative. we are doing all that ts necessary to move 
this organized conscious and active mass army of liber- 
ation into a continuing all-round offensive for the set- 
zure of power by the people. 


To repeat, in answering the question we posed before. 
whether from our point of view, things are proceeding 
according to plan, we need to answer the question. 
whether if the democratic movement which the people 
have accepted as their authentic representative. we are 
doing all that 1s necessary. to move this organized 
conscious and active mass army of liberation. into a 
continuing all-round offensive for the seizure of power 
by the people. 


Clearly the enemy had prepared for the eventuality i 
might suffer a defeat. The enemy knew that a victory for 
us would mean that we would have created better 
conditions for our forward march. The arrest of the 
leaders of the UDF on the eve of the elections was 
intended to deny us the possibility to use the then 
impending victory as a stepping stone to new successes. 
The enemy sought to reduce our capacity to organize and 
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lead ourselves. Indeed. police spokesmen stated openly 
that these patriots had been detained because Pretoria 
feared that a revolutionary situation was beginning to 
emerge in the country. 


The enemy planned its response to our continued offen- 
sive. and prepared its forces to carry out those plans. But 
we too. as revolutionaries. as fighters for liberation, must 
plan how we should continue our offensive. knowing 
very well that the enemy will, as 1t must, hit back, to stop 
the emergence and consolidation of the revolutionary 
Situation that Pretoria fears so much. 


The forces to carry out our offensive are daily demon- 
Strating in action thesr readiness to march ever forward 
They have been displaying this resolve im the African 
townships. They have been showing their fighting capac- 
ity in widespread military operations carried out in 
Durban. Johannesburg. Roodepoort. Krugersdorp and 
clsewhere. Clearly we have marshalled together the 
forces, which, by their action, will bring us closer to the 
victory day. What remains sull is that we must answer 
the question objectively and without seeking to create 
illusions among ourselves. 


Are we. as the democratic movement which the people 
have accepted as their authentic representatives. doing all 
that is necessary. to move this organized. conscious, and 
active mass army of liberation into a continuing all-round 
offensive for the seizure of power by the people” Fellow 
fighters for the liberation of our suffering motherland. it 1s 
important that we recognize the reality and bear it in mind 
that. in fact. Botha’s policy 1s a shambles. The unforgivably 
criminal policy of the Malans. the (Streitons) the (Cher- 
voosts). the (Vorsiers) has landed Botha in a situation in 
which everything he does brings his day of doom ever 
nearer. The arrogant confidence of white [word indistinct] 
i$ evaporating like the clouds im the face of the storm 
winds. The very adoption of the new constitution was the 
act of desperate men. 


The clearest illustration of this. of course. that the same 
gang of racists who tought hard and strenuously to 
remove the so-called colored people trom the common 
voters roll are today at pains to persuade the colored 
people to approve their fraudulent return to the organs of 
central government through the tricameral apartheid 
parliament. ft 1s also not so long ago. that the same 
racists were Stating openly that South Africans of Indian 
origin are. after all, not South African at all, and should 
be repatriated to India 


P.W. Botha has also gone on to say that a solution to the 
constitutional future of the 9 million Afnmcans outside 
the so-called national and independent states would have 
to be found. as Botha said, for the sake of justice and in 
the interests of future white generations. And yet the 
same Botha has been preaching it as something ordained 
by God that the time was comiag when South Africa will 
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be nearly white with not a single African outside the 
structures of the Bantustan system that has taken so 
many years to create and impose on the people. 


These are examples and many more thai we can cite all 
point to one central fact which ts that Botha 1s a defeated 


man. His entire apartheid policy 1s in crisis. His policy of 


stopping our forward march by force of arms, by terror. 
and extreme repression ts producing only one result: the 
result of inspiring us further into action to remove the 
Pretoria regime of terrorists and murderers as soon as 


possible. 


Political tricks. whether in the form of Bantustans and 
tricameral parliament. has equally failed in their inten- 
tion of dividing the black oppressed and directing us 
away from our objectives of one democratic South 
Africa. Even in the economic sphere. the apartheid 
system has produced nothing short of an unmitigated 
disaster. Millhons are unemployed. hundreds of thou- 
sands die of hunger in the Bantustans. millions cannot 
afford to pay the rising rents. food prices. electricity 
charges. transport fares and so on. 


Millions of others are without land which they can ull to 
provide for themselves. Botha 1s aware of all this and 
knows that the apartheid regime has failed in many other 


areas as well. His regime has failed to stop the advance of 


the Namibian struggle under the leadership of SWAPO. 


To repeat in different words what we have said earlier to 
you, dear friends, in our planning. in our thinking. in our 
mobilization. we must proceed from the basis that we 
have. in fact. inflicted a whole series of humiliating 
defeats on the apartheid regime. We have to. through 
Struggle. create a situation in which our oppressors 
themselves know that their entire policy in all its aspects 
iS in tatters. The racists themselves know that for them 
movement can only de in One direction—the direction of 
retreat. the direction of backward movement towards 
final defeat. 


This situation demands that we should use our accmu- 
lated strength to move forward. to force the enemy to 
retreat even faster. to turn that retreat into a rout. The 
democratic forces of our country must therefore address 
themselves urgently to the question of what we should do 
to achieve this movement forward. 


The first and most important thing that we need to do 1s 
to pin on our banners the demand: Botha must go. Botha 
must go because he does not represent the people of 
South Africa. His regime ts illegitimate and unacceptable 
even when it has a sprinkling of puppets who have been 
rejected by the black people. 


Botha must go because his rule can only mean untold 
suffering for the majority of the people of our country. Let 
the call resound throughout the country: The tyrant Botha 
must go. Let us make this call wherever we meet, whatever 
Struggle we are engaged in. be it local or national 
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We are not interested whether he keeps things as they are 
or amends the immorality and mixed marriages act. We 
are not pinning our hopes on Botha sitting down with us 
around a conference table to draw up a new democratic 
constitution for South Africa. We are not pinning our 
hopes on this because we know that Botha 1s not inter- 
ested in a just solutwn of the South African problem. All 
that interests him 1s the defense and perpetuation of the 
apartheid system which we have reyected in our millions. 


Dear compatriots. the solution to our problems lies in 
the downfall and destruction of the Botha regime. The 
tyrant Botha must go. We should not allow anybody to 
divert us from this demand. We must reject unequivo- 
cally all the les that are told that Botha ts caperiencing a 
change of heart that this tyrant has suddenly become a 
reformer and a peace maker. There can be no sharing ot 
interests between ourselses and our oppressors. Botha 
must go. [end recording} 


Police Report Firebombs, Explosions 30 Oct 
WB3110070688 Johanneshure SAP A in Enelish 
0645 GMI 31 Oct SS 


[Text] Pretona Oct 31 SAPA—Following is the SA 
Police unrest report 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight 


“At Bridgton (Oudtshoorn) arsonists caused damage to a 
private house. In two other medents in the area. a 
private vehicle and a caravan were badly damaged when 
they were set alight 


“At Sinating (Edendale) a bus was stoned and damaged 
by a group of blacks 


“At Naamalala (Edendale) a number of shots were fired 
amongst a group of blacks during a fight. A man and a 
youth were myured Police dispersed the mob with 
tearsmoke 


“At Mpumalanga (Hammarsdale) a private dwelling was 
badly damaged in a petrol-bomb attack. Police arrested 
five black men 


“At Motolo-South (Soweto) a hand-grenade was thrown 
at a private house at about 21h00 on 1988-10-30. A black 
man and a 3 black women were slightly injured. The 
house was not badly damaged 


“On 1988-10-31 at about 0200 an explosion occurred at 
the Lenasia civic centre. Soweto. Nobody was miured 
but damage was caused to the walls and windows of the 
building. Police are stul investigating the incident.” 
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16 killed, 24 Raped in Soweto Weekend Crime 
V4B3110102288 Johanneshure SAP A in Enelish 
O9S0 GMT 31 Oct SS 


[Text] Soweto Oct 31 SAPA—AL least 16 people were 
killed and 24 women raped in Soweto. near Johannes- 
burg. at the weekend. police said 


Seven other people were killed in uknown circumstances 
in the West Rand and the Vaal Triangle 


Soweto police spokesman Maj Fanyan Zwane. said in 
one of the murders a man gunned down his 38-year-old 
wife in Pimville. She was identified as Mrs Rebecca 
Nkabinde. 


The shooimg occured when she returned from a wedding 


Armed robbers struck at six homes in Soweto. six houses 


were burgled and 24 people mugged. 


Twenty two cars were stolen and police recovered 16 
stolen and 14 suspected stolen vehicles. 


Eight shebeen owners were arrested and five people were 
arrested for dealing in dagga 


31 Oct Press Review on Current Problems. Issues 


MB3110103188 [Edntoral report] 


SUNDAY TIMES 


P.W. Botha Should Look to Left for Suppert—~ The 
Conservative Party. with its blend of bombast and 
braggadocio. has in recent months tended to mesmerise 
the public rather like a beam of light transfixes a rabbit 
This week's municipal elcctions. if they served no greater 
purpose. have doused that light.” observes Johannesburg 
SUNDAY TIMES in English on 30 October in a page 24 
editorial. “The municipal clections provided a welcome 
sicaal that the march of the right wing ts not mexorabiec 
The centre and even the centre-left trumphed on 
Wednesday.” “There 1s no doubt that the mght wing's 
current cesling of strength has been exposed. But 11 1s also 
true that ceilings. lke lifts. are moveable objects— 
indeed. it need not have been so high at all if the 
Government had in recent years shown morc courage 
and competence.” “The excuse used with a tresome 
monotony in the past was that the Government cannot 
move too fast on reform for fear of losing to the right 
The municipal clections prove. yet again. that it 1s not on 
the mght that President Botha must seck his political 
kingdom. but towards the left. And he will only be able to 
do that if he shows a sincere commitment to carry on 
with the programme he so cxuberantly—and indeed 
bravely —embraced !0 years ago.” “The Government 
halted the CP with a left hook on Wednesday. Now Ict's 
see the follow-through.” 
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Hope for More Protection After Elections— Another ed:- 
tonal on the same page reads: “Statistics. the old saw 
runs. can be made to say anything. That. unfortunately. 
iS particularly true of the outcome of the municipal 
elections in South Africa’s black communities. An over- 
all poll of nearly 30 percent rs not that bad. Then again. 
a poll of 11 percent in the country’s largest city 1s not that 
good—dquiie the reverse. The best that can be hoped for 
1s that the incumbents elected on October 26 will show 
more Concern for protecting the image and the principle 
of constitutional government than did some of their 
predecessors—those who so consistently confused public 
moneys and duly with private funds and family favours. 
The boycott lobbies. meanwhile. are taking comfort from 
the low polls. They should not. Leadership deliberately 
withheld 1s a public ultemately betrayed.” 


THE SUNDAY STAR 
Government Rearranges. Inverts Priority Issues— 


“Ronald Reagan once said that governments tended not 
to solve problems. only rearrange them. For too long the 
South Afmcan Government has been rearranging the 
problems and. what has made maticrs worse. inverting 
priorities.” says a page 14 editonal in Johannesburg 
THE SU NDAY STAR on English on 30 October. “This 
week's clection results should tell Mr PW. Botha two 
things. First. the Conservative Party 1s not the prime 
threat which has to be addressed. The CP ogre ts greater 
in perception than im reality.” “Second. finding an 
acceptable way to include the black majority in govern- 
ment of the country must be the overriding priority 
Although the Nats [National Party] say they are encour- 
aged by this week's percentage polls in black commun- 
ties. NO amount of fancy footwork with the statistics 
should trick anyone into believing that the particroation 
of black people in the electoral process was satisfactory 
Perhaps as the heat of the clections dissipates. Nat 
politicians can be prevailed upon to stop making dam- 
aging racist statements for the benefit of the Conserva- 
tuves.” THE SUNDAY STAR notes that while President 
Botha “lost no time in referring the two controversial 
Group Arcas Bills back to the President's Council” 
“much more needs to be done to put the country back on 
course of mayor change. The Group Areas Act should be 
scrapped in its entirety. Nelson Mandela should be 
releaseadl. No cftorts should be spared in seeking mean- 
ingtul contact with representative black leaders.” “In 
addition. Mr Botha cannot postpone forever the rssuc of 
talking to the Afncan National Congress.” “Mr Botha 
could do worse than build on the groundwork already 
done by respected Afmkaner academics and others in 
establishing dialogue with the ANC if such dialogue can 
contnimte to a workable solution to South Africa's 
problen s and lasting peace.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Left Wing ‘Irrelevent’ for Polls—Johannesburg THI 
CITIZEN on English on 31 October points out on its page 
6 editorial that the left-wing parties are “talking again of 
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an athance.” But the PFP’s de Beer represents “the 
monied interests with which he has been involved for 
years.” The Independent Party's Dr Worrall “is an 
academically minded politician who has no broad poli- 
ical base.” and the National Democratic Movement's 
Malan “is an Afrikaner left-winger whose quick-ofl-the- 
mark pronouncemenis after every news event are of the 
kind. especially on law and order issues. that would ect 
the PFP into trouble with the electorate if thes were 
made by the PFP. To get these three leaders to form a 
common political platform would seem impossible.” 
“The fight 1s between the Centre and Right—the Left 
remains irrelevant. — 


THE STAR 


Black Councils Need Revenue, Cooperation—A pag |6 
edito”ial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 3! 
October says election results have reinforced the perce;- 
ton that black councils “are unrepresentative.” The 
black councils “must have sources of revenue. And thes 
need a new political climate that will win co-operation 
from residents. Without these pillars to butiress them. 
their chances are slim.” “A new formula 1s urgently 
needed for funding black municipalities: as dependent 
communities of white towns to whose prosperity thes 
directly contribute. But even a satisfactory budgeting 
formula stands littl chance while the question of 
national political mghts remains unanswered ~ 


BUSINESS DAY 


NP ‘Failure’ Formula—“()pen speculation about ( ab:- 
net changes in the top ranks of the civil service 1s rare in 
this country. and i suggests a febrility mn the National 
Party that 1s not entirely explasyned by pre-election 
jitters.” remarks Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 31 October in a page § editorial. “A contri- 
butary factor 1s surely the failure of government to 
achieve any of its stated objectives.” Government's 
“greatest endeavours. and therefore the greatest failures. 
have been on the constitutional front. The tricameral 
system staggers from internal crisis to crisrs. failing even 
to meet the needs of the three communities who partic- 
ipate im it.” “Unhke Margaret Thatcher. who actually 
believes im dismantling bureaucracy. President Botha 
seems to see privatisation as a means of milking morc 
revenue to keep the mandarin class happy “ BUSINESS 
DAY beleves privatization must fail “if 1 1s pursued in 
this fashion.” “All bureaucracies are incompetent. and 
grow worse with time. but few are as hopelessly incom- 
petent as that which President Botha tries to use. Like 
apartheid itself. ut 1s beyond reform and should be 
dismantled ~ 


CP Discrimination Against Black Businessmen— \ sev - 
ond editorial on the same page observes that “ar carly 
penalty for the country gencrally of Conservative Party 
successes in the municipal clections will be the opening 
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ot old wounds caused by discrimination against busi- 
nessmen who are not white.” CP leader Andries Treur- 
aicht has “undertaken to ‘restore to the whites’ those 
trading areas in white local authorities that were opened 
to other races.” “The spectacle of new CP councils. 
flushed with their victories, attempting to oust black 
businessmen in a repeat of old-style Nationalist expul- 
sions will not be pleasant.” 


SOWETAN Editor Shows ‘Mature Brand of Black Con- 
sciousness’ —()n the same page editor Ken Owen urges 
the reader to listen to the “voice of Aggrey Klaaste. 
editor of the SOWETAN. which looks as though 1 may 
soon become South Atrica’s largest-selling daily newspa- 
per.” Klaasie’s comments seem to Owen to “carry under- 
tones of Steve Biko. It 1s a more mature brand of black 
consciousness. an assertion of self that is no longer 
defensive. and no longer requires the denigration of 
anybody.” According to Klaaste. Afrikaners “lost their 
opportunity to redeem this land because they forgot the 
rest of us. “If the Afrikaners had done all the things they 
did to build themselves. done them for all of us. for 
South Africa. thes would have been in a comfortabic 
leadership position today.” Owen argues that “if 
redemptive change im South Africa depends on the 
National Party. ut will not come. If au depends on the 
ANC. it will also not come. The one ts too selfish. and the 
other weak. Between them. they make only disaster. The 
was to change South Africa 1s to go ahead and make 
those changes that don't depend on cither the govern- 
ment or the revolution. knowing that change leads to 
change. Whites can jon in the task. if they wish, or stand 
aside. Klaaste. | have no doubt. will carry on regardless.” 


SOWETAN 


Call for Mandela Release—Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
English on 31 October in its page 8 editorial says 1 does 
“not expect the Government to engage im dramatic 
changes of policy after its comforting performance in the 
municipal clections. We do expect ut to do something 
urgently though—to release Mr Nelsca Mandela.” “We 
do not believe in hasty negotiations between the Gov- 
ernment with all the power structures at its command 
and ourselves. the blacks. But the route towards such 
negotiated settlements would be made caer if the 
political prisoners are released and the exiled political 
parties unbanned. The goodwill that will engulf the 
country after such courage will supersede all the fears 
trom the mghtwingers who are seeing problems where 
there are none.” 


CAPE TIMES 


SAP Use of Sjamboks ‘Regrettable’-—A page 6 editorial 
in Cape Tow. CAPE TIMES in English on 27 October 
says the police would do well to review the incident at 
the Alexander Sinton School in Athlone “in which sjam- 
bok-wielding constables acted against demonstrating 
school children.” “Whatever the circumstances. the 
renewed use of ssamboks by the SAP is regretiable.” 
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“The public will always support appropriate action to 
curb the stone-throwing menace. Yet the wrong kind of 
police action can be hugely counter-productive. playing 
into the hands of trouble-makers.” 


CITY PRESS 


Editorial Examines Election Meaning for Blacks— 
“What the elections mean to black South Africa is that 
white South Africa has tacitly approved of the cancer 
eating at South Africa’s soul.” observes Johannesburg 
CITY PRESS in English on 30 October in a page 10 
editorial. “Whites have said yes to, among others, the 
mismanagement of the economy (the uneconomical and 
wasteful homelands): the gradual erosion of basic free- 
doms, including the freedom of the Press (latest is Home 
Affairs Minister Stoffel Botha’s threat to close THE 
WEEKLY MAIL): and the threat of sanctions becoming 
a reality.” CITY PRESS believes that “unless the gov- 
ernment unbans outlawed and restricted organisations 
and demonstrates a willingness to talk by releasing 
credible imprisoned leaders. South Africa will remain 
locked 1n a stalemate.” 


NEW NATION 


Elections Undemocratic—According to Johannesburg 
NEW NATION in English for 27 October-2 November 
in its page 6 editorial, on municipal election day. “the 
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day the N2tionalists claimed to be extending democracy 
to everyone in the country.” thousands of those who 
cried for democracy “were still languishing in jails with- 
out trial.” The townships “resembled war-zones—army 
carriers and scores of police in vans. horses, motorbikes 
and others on foot. Perhaps now that the October 26 
baby has been ‘delivered’, successfully or not. we will 
soon see the jail doors opening: see the Nationalists 
opening negotiations with organisations they drove into 
exile and see restrictions on individuals and organisa- 
uions lifted. © — 1 asking for too much?” 


RAPPORT 


Election ‘Bears Stamp of Democracy'—Johannesburg 
RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 30 October remarks in its 
page 28 editorial that “nt will not do to equate the 
elecions with a complete democratic exercise, but at 
least it bears the stamp of democracy.” RAPPORT 
believes the election has “oiled the cogs of democracy.” 
The editorial further refers to the CP’s announcement 
that 1t hopes to “abolish open business areas presently 
under CP control.” If “this sort of selfishness” 1s allowed 
to survive, One can expect “much disaster.” Such behav- 
ior 1s evidence “of total irresponsibility.” 
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Angola 


Dos Santos Ends Moscow Visit, Arrives in Prague 
MB3010202188 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1920 GMT 30 Oct 88 


[Report from correspondent Pedro Correia in Prague] 


[Text] Angolan President Comrade Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos arrived in Prague this evening on his second 
official visit to the CSSR. 


This evening, President Jose Eduardo dos Santos was 
scheduled to meet Milos Jakes, general secretary of the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party [CPCZ], and Gustav 
Husak, member of the CPCZ Central Committee and 
president of the CSSR. Official talks between the two 
countries will begin tomorrow morning. Friendship and 
cooperation between Angola and the CSSR will be dis- 
cussed [words indistinct] the current visit, in addition to 
other important international issues, namely the situa- 
tion in southwestern Africa. 


In bilateral cooperation the two countries have excellent 
links covering the political. socioeconomic. technical. 
scientific, and cultural sectors. Several hundred Angolan 
students are attending schools in the CSSR. Hundreds of 
Czechoslovak guest workers are in Angola contributing 
to various sectors of the country’s economy, namely in 
national reconstruction and training of Angolan cadres. 


Economic and commercial relations are two of the most 
important sectors of cooperation between the two coun- 
tries. In 1986 trade amounted to $5.5 million. Another 
important aspect is interparty cooperation. The MPLA- 
Labor Party and the CPCZ have strengthened political 
cooperation between the two countries within the frame- 
work of an interparty accord signed in November 1986. 
All these sectors will certainly be further strengthened 
during the visit which President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos began to the CSSR today. 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos’ visit to the USSR 
ended today. Yesterday and today he was in Minsk. This 
morning he visited the exhibition of achievements of the 
national economy of the Belorussian SSR. He also visited 
the Belorussian state museum of history [words indistinct]. 
The Angolan president's current tour is designed to explain 
the situation in southwestern Africa and to strengthen 
cooperation, considering a successful outcome of the Eco- 
nomic and Financial Rehabilitation [SEF] program. 


As result of his visit to the USSP, the Soviet state will 
assist in the repayment of Angola’s foreign debt. Accord- 
ingly, Angola’s debt to the USSR, which results from the 
acquisition of Soviet products and the granting of com- 
mercial credit. has been rescheduled. Repayments will 
not commence until (?1995). As stated by Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, the Soviet Government agreed that [words indis- 
tinct] aimed at relieving Angola’s foreign exchange carn- 
ings. More funds will be allocated for Angola's economic 
rehabilitation within the framework of SEF. 
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More on Dos Santos Moscow Visit 


For Soviet coverage of President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos’ visit to the Soviet Union, including talks with 
General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev. see the Sub- 
Saharan Africa section of the International Affairs divi- 
sion of the 31 October Soviet Union DAILY REPORT. 


FALA Communique Reports Clashes 26-28 Oct 
MB3010064888 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance of the 
Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and Central 
Africa 0608 GMT 30 Oct 88 


[Communique issued by the FALA chief of general staff 
in Jamba on 28 October] 


[Text] We draw your attention to the following opera- 
tions conducted throughout the country 26-28 October: 


Huambo Province: Our special commandos devastated 
four garages, two war materiel depots. and two fuel 
reservoirs, each with a capacity of 40,000 litres, and 
killed two Cuban and seven FAPLA soldiers in Huambo 
City on 26 October. 


Malange Province: Our forces attacked an FAPLA bat- 
talion stationed 15 km west of Calangula town—for- 
merly Duque de Braganca—on (?27) October, killing | 
FAPLA soldier, capturing commission head Second 
Lieutenant Manuel Joao, and freeing 532 people. 


Huila Province: A train carrying war materiel to Cuban 
forces in Cunene and Cuando Cubango Provinces— 
traveling between Mocamedes and Lubango—detonated 
an explosive device between Bibalo and Lubango on 26 
October. completely destroying the locomotive. 


Our forces suffered | 3 wounded. including 4 seriously, in 
these operations. 


For a free fatherland or death! United we shall win! 
Jamba. bastion of Angolan resistance. 28 October 1988 
[Signed] FALA Chief of Staff General Demostenes Amos 


Chilingutila 


UNITA Commentary Urges Reconciliation, Unity 
MB3110082488 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance of the 
Black Cockerel in English to Southern and Central 
Africa 0630 GMT 31 Oct 88 


[Station commentary: “The Need for National Reconcil- 
iation in Angola”’] 
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[Text] Jose Eduardo dos Santos and other MPLA leaders 
in Luanda have not come to their senses and joined 
hands with other Angolans in fostering national recon- 
ciliation and peace in Angola. 


The international community, and Africa in particular. 
are now in agreement with the political aims of UNITA 
that have been outlined every now and then for the past 
13 years, that the secret behind any country’s success in 
the five spheres of human endeavor—political, social. 
economic, scientific. defense and security—lies in 
national unity. 


The MPLA government, since its political creation. has 
caused tremendous suffering and death to the people of 
Angola and brought about economic hardships to neigh- 
boring countries and delay for Namibian independence. 
and it has prolonged political and social stability in the 
subcontinent. It is now a well-known fact. among the 
Angolan people and Africa in general, that the MPLA’s 
intentions from the very beginning were that of seizing 
power by force of arms in Angola and rush into the seat 
vacated by the Portuguese colonialists. and not to serve 
the interests of the Angolan people. 


Eduardo dos Santos and his Cuban allies should realize 
that the importation and imposition of foreign ideologies 
on a people is unworkable and usually leads to disastrous 
consequences. Angolans are a people. They have their own 
history, and therefore want their own destiny. 


UNITA and the Angolan people have always put to task 
the MPLA regime to clearly explain to the Angolans 
what exactly the thousands of Cubans. Russians. East 
Germans. and North Koreans are doing in Angola. for 
such large numbers of military forces have never been 
heard of anywhere in Africa. Apparently. the allocation 
of 55 percent of the country’s social revenues on a 
seemingly unwinnable war. and the ever-rising number 
of casualties among the MPLA soldiers. is leading some 
(?key figures) in the MPLA to rethink their position on 
the wisdom of continuing with the war which merely 
serves foreign interests. 


It is UNITA’s consistency and insistence in resisting 
Soviet designs in the southern African subcontinent. that 
today Africans are realizing the immenent threat posed 
to their own countries by the Kremlin. UNITA, through 
the wise leadership of Dr Jonas Savimbi. has tirelessly 
worked to expose the evil plans of the Sovict Union 
manifested through their proxy. the MPLA in Angola. 
Today Angolans. upon realizing the need for national 
reconciliation. are increasingly in support of UNITA. the 
organization that has always stood and struggled for 
peace. love. and national unity in Angola. 


UNITA’s reiteration that the conflict in Angola is part of 
the geopolitical complex in southern Africa. and that 
freedom for Angola would be an important positive gain 
for blacks in southern Africa. is now dawning on African 
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countries. Many African countries today understand this 
message, and are among those trying to educate the 
MPLA on the need for peace in Angola. 


The Angolan people (?deserve) a government of national 
unity, a government that outlines policies of peace and 
national reconciliation. and one which can cooperate 
with all nations of the world while making it priority the 
defense of the interests of Angola and Africa. 


UNITA has always reiterated its readiness to commence 
dialogue between it and the MPLA. The South Africans 
are already gone. Let all other foreign forces leave as 
well. Angolans need nothing else but peace. love, and 
unity in their own country. 


Mozambique 
Further on Chissano’s ‘Private’ Visit to Cuba 


Holds Talks With Castro 
MB2810191488 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 28 Oct 88 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano met in Havana today 
with his Cuban counterpart. Fidel Castro. This was 
disclosed by AIM this evening, citing a source with the 
presidential delegation. AIM did not give details about 
the meeting between the two presidents. 


President Joaquim Chissano, who is accompanied by his 
wife, Marcelina Chissano, and Mariano Matsinhe. mem- 
ber of the Frelimo Party Political Bureau and minister of 
security, has been on a private visit to Cuba since 
yesterday. On his way to Havana, President Chissano 
stopped over in Cape Verde where he met with President 
Aristides Pereira. 


Undergoes Prostage Surgery 
MB3110141588 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 


[Communique issued by the Frelimo Party Political 
Bureau in Maputo on 31 October—read by announcer] 


{Text} After medical examinations in Havana, Cuba, His 
Excellency Joaquim Alberto Chissano, president of the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique. underwent surgery 
on 31 October. 


After the operation, which went well. the medical team 
issued the following medical bulletin: 


Diagnosis: benign hyperplasia in the prostate. Opera- 
tion: prostatectomy. Anaesthetic: [word indistinct] 


The president of the People’s Republic of Mozambique 
is recovering well. His vital statistics are normal. 


Maputo. 31 October 1988 
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Ghana 


Paper Accuses UK Mission of Aiding Dissidents 
AB2910120588 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 29 Oct 88 


{From the press review] 


{Text} The GHANAIAN TIMES devotes its editorial 
column to clandestine activities by the British High 
Commission in Accra, ostensibly to destabilize the 
PNDC. The paper says that since the launching of the 31 
December revolution, Britain has become the home base 
of various activities by dissidents to destabilize the 
PNDC. By various acts. including the provision of funds 
both direct and indirect. the British authorities have 
assisted in promoting the activities of those dissident 
groups. The TIMES notes that this policy. which has 
been pursued for the past 7 years, is being pepetrated by 
the British High Commission in Accra, which ts extend- 
ing an arm of cooperation to internal forces of reaction. 


The paper says that our British friends who lecture us on 
human rights and place censorship on news emanating 
from Northern Ireland do not have any inhibitions to 
grant extensive air time on BBC to Ghanaian dissidents 
to pour invectives against the Government of Ghana. 
The TIMES calls on the British High Commission in 
Accra to refrain from these destabilizing activities in 
consonance with the principle of noninterference in the 
internal affairs of Ghana. 


Motives Behind Quadripartite Talks Analyzed 
AB3010215488 Accra Domestic Service in English 


[Richard Bamfo commentary] 


[Text] Negotiations are going on at various levels and 
venues between Angola. Cuba. South Africa. and the 
United States to settle the age-old problem of political 
instability in southern Africa. Since Angola achieved 
independence over a decade ago. the young nation has 
been fighting bandits supported by the U.S. and racist 
South Africa. The most nauseating aspect of the drama 
in southern Africa ts that the U.S. is supporting efforts by 
a few self-seeking bandits to topple a legitimate govern- 
ment. The U.S. Administration sees the progressive 
government in Angola as a threat to its intentions in 
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Africa and has channelied vast quantities of arms and 
ammunitions to the bandits. The tragedy 1s that the 
morbid fear of communism has led the U.S. into a 
situation it now finds difficult to extricate itself trom. 
The only face-saving device is to link peace in Angola 
and independence for Namibia to the withdrawal of 
Cuban troops invited by an independent and sovereign 
nation to help resist external aggression. One may ask: 
Are U.S. troops not stationed in almost every region in 
the world, especially South Korea and the Philippines” 


It is even surprising that South Africa has agreed to 
withdraw its troops from Angola and also to a cease-fire 
leading to the independence of Namibia. This seemingly 
flexible stance was the result of the battering the racist 
troops received from the Angolan and Cuban forces in 
recent months. One ts therefore tempted to believe that the 
Current negotiations are a strategy to give breathing space 
to the South Africans to enable them to reorganize and 
continue their acts of destabilization in the subregion. 


Angola has even become an issue in the U.S. presidential 
campaign, with the U.S. Administration claiming credit 
for solving the problem of Angola and Namibia. which. 
in fact. has not been resolved as yet. 


Angola and Cuba must see through these motives and 
not be lured into taking any hasty decision to give in to 
the unjustified demand of the U.S. and South Africa. It 
is NOt a question of peace at all cost, but rather a just 
settlement that would not compromise the sovereignty 
and independence of Angola and that of Namibia. 


The U.S. Administration has also vowed to continue 
assistance 10 UNITA and it has been achieving this 
through the help of countries like Zaire. In view of this. 
one wonders why a timetable for the withdrawal of 
Cuban troops trom Angola should become an obstacle to 
a genuine settlement of the problems of southern Africa. 
Racist President P.W. Botha is a trickster and. as the 
ANC put tt. ts it not tronic that the racists have chosen as 
their prime target of diplomatic offensive the Frontline 
States. which have been destabilized by Pretoria and its 
bandit mercenaries? 


The problem of southern Africa 1s apartheid. It 1s clear 
that the racists and the U.S. are more interested in 
getting the Cubans out of Angola than achieving peace 
and stability in the subregion. 
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